BOSTON BULLETIN
Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Website

f

Facebook

Your dog, your
responsibility

Extra supplies of FREE dog poo
bags are on order by Boston
Borough Council ready for the
introduction of tougher new
rules on February 1. The council
will do its best to make a free
supply available, but it remains
the responsibility of the person
walking the dog to be sure they
have equipped themselves to
clean up and to show that they
have the intention to do so if
challenged. Failure to do so could
see a £100 fine imposed from
February 1.
The council will do its best to
ensure free bags are available,
but, should they not be, this will
not be an acceptable reason
for failure to clean up. Dog poo
bags are not expensive and are
available from shops. Some
people like to use scented nappy
bags.
From February 1 those walking
dogs could face a £100 fine if
they cannot demonstrate their
intention to clean up after their
pet. If challenged they will have to
produce a bag to show they are
equipped to pick up.
Although Boston Borough
Council approved new fines under
new Public Spaces Protection
Order legislation in October,
residents are being given until
February 1 to get used to the new
regime.
Signs are going up in public
areas to give notice of the new
rules – doubling of fines from
£50 to £100 for failing to clean up
after a dog, if a dog walker cannot
show that they have with them
the means to clean up, allowing
a dog into an enclosed children’s
play area or refusing to put a
dangerous or nuisance dog on a
lead.
The new powers to control dogs
are being introduced under the
Anti-social Behaviour Crime and
Policing Act 2014 which allows
councils to create a Public Spaces
Protection Order (PSPO).
Cllr Michael Brookes,
the Cabinet member with

responsibility for waste services,
said: “It is encouraging to note
that more people are using our
free dog poo bags, and we will do
our best to have plenty available.
But being in possession of a
bag is the responsibility of the
dog walker. A failure to clean up
because a free council bag was
not available will not be accepted
as an excuse for not picking up.
“The only people this control will
affect are the irresponsible dog
owners who do not clean up or
have consideration for others.”
Public consultation showed that
90 per cent were in favour of it
being an offence for dog walkers
not to carry a bag or the means
at all times to clean up after their
dog. And 74 per cent agreed the
fine should be £100.
Dog poo bags are available
for free from Boston Borough
Council’s Municipal Buildings
office and a dispenser in Central
Park. They are also available from
parish councils and from some
village locations, such as shops.
Evidence so far indicates that
more dog walkers are already
doing the right thing – the free dog
poo bag dispenser in Central Park
has to have its supply replenished
every day.
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Swimming in Boston
going... swimmingly
Swimmers in Boston are bucking a reported
national trend which indicates fewer people are
visiting their local swimming pool.
In Boston attendances for swimming at the Geoff
Moulder Leisure Complex continue to rise from
78,800 for the same quarter the previous year to
86,081 this quarter. The target had been 85,000.
The total swim attendances for the whole of last
year were 157,150. The target had been 150,000.
Read more at http://bit.ly/2gMNFiO

Council tax support scheme 2017/18

Members of Boston Borough Council’s Cabinet have voted for no change to the
current Council Tax Support scheme in 2017/18.
Under the current scheme there is assistance for working-age residents who
need help to pay their council tax. Those who are eligible can claim a discount
of up to 75 per cent – pensioners and war widows of all ages qualify for up to
100 per cent.
The 2017 scheme will be voted on when full council considers the Cabinet
recommendation at its January meeting.
Read more at http://bit.ly/2he1p7g

Don’t feel the cold of
winter energy prices
with Lincolnshire
Energy Switch

Energy prices may be rising as we
enter the thick of winter, but there’s no reason to feel the cold with Lincolnshire
Energy Switch Scheme potentially offering lower energy bills.
A new round of the scheme opened yesterday and residents and businesses
could save hundreds of pounds on their bills simply by registering with the
Lincolnshire Energy Switch Scheme.
Read more at http://bit.ly/2g5BSNt

Call to prayers
five times a day

Chihuahua to Rottweiler: Big
enough and tough enough for
all dogs – and FREE

Join the thousands who receive the Bulletin –
email emma.staff@boston.gov.uk to subscribe. It’s FREE
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Boston Youth Councillors continue their
exploration of different cultures and faiths
in the town as part of their educate and
integrate project. Aerisha Waheed writes
about her visit to the expanding mosque in Boston’s Horncastle Road.
I visited the mosque on Horncastle Road, a small yet welcoming community.
The Muslim faith is the second largest in the world, with one billion followers
(and counting). It faces many problematic, stereotypical behaviour towards the
peaceful faith, as it increases in size each day. This mosque has recently had
an expansion complete, as there are an increasing amount of people joining,
especially converts from different religions.
Read more at http://bit.ly/2fZIhcK
WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK – See our what’s on listing for the week
ahead at www.boston.gov.uk/whatson

